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Today, many people misunderstand the place of Israel in prophecy. Many think that the nation of Israel 
today (established in 1947) is still part of God’s prophetic purpose. To understand God’s promises to Israel, 
we need to go back to the end of the kingdom fo Israel and visit the big three prophets of the day: Ezekiel, 
Jeremiah and Daniel. In Ezekiel 37:21-28 we are told that God would establish a kingdom and rebuild a 
temple, and that “My servant David will be king over (Israel)”. In Jeremiah 31:31-36, God aid that he would 
establish “a new covenant with the house of Israel”. In Daniel 9:24-27 God told Daniel abdout the comgin 
kingdom of the Messiah, and that  “Jerusalem (sanctuary) …..will be built again”.  
 
These are some wonder promises to Israel: a new covenant, a new kingdom, and a new temple. But there 
is a problem. God also said that the new covenant would be very different from the last one (Jeremiah 
31:32). He also said that  Israel would never again have a king inJudah again (Jeremiah 22:30), and that 
God did not dwell in the Jerusalem temple (Ezekiel 10:18). So how could God give Israel a covenant that 
is not a covenant, a kingdom that is not a kingdom, or a temple that is not a temple? By establishing an 
Israel that is not Israel! Romans 9:6 - But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not 
all Israel who are descended from Israel.  
 
God’ Mind for Israel was twofold. First, He wanted a kingdom of Priests and a holy nation (Exodus 19:6). 
Second, He was keeping promises in Israel He had made to their forefathers (Deuteronomy 7:7-8). That 
promise was to Abraham in particular in Genesis 12:1-2.  In Ephesians 3:8-12 we are told that God’s eternal 
purpose was the church. If the church is God’s eternal purpose, then Israel was a means to an end rather 
than the end itself, and Physical Israel foreshadowed a Spiritual Israel. If this is true, then the purposes of 
Israel are actually in the church.  
 
We are told this very thing in 1 Peter 2:9-10. There Peter said that the church was the Holy Nation of priest 
to God, now established as the kingdom of Christ. He says in I Peter 1:10 that “as to this salvation, the 
prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches”. The first purpose 
of God for Israel is fulfilled truest way in the church. The second promise is too; in Galatians 3:6-22 we are 
told that only in the church can Abraham’s promises be fulfilled.  Abraham’s promise CANNNOT be in 
(Physical) Israel. Likewise in Hebrews 11:13-16, we are told Abraham did not expect a physical land, but a 
heavenly one. Therefore, Abraham’s land CANNOT be (Physical) Israel. 
 
If the Purpose of Israel Is the Church, then the promises of the Prophets (a new covenant, a new kingdom, 
and a new temple) are the church too. Scriptures tell us this very thing. The Promise of the New Covenant 
is in Hebrews 10:15-26, where we are told that Jeremiah 31:31 is where “the Holy Spirit also testifies to 
us”. The Promise of the New Kingdom is the church as stated in Hebrews 12:22-29, saying   “Therefore, 
since we receive a kingdom”. The Promise of the New Temple is found in Ephesians 2:19-22, for we are 
told  “we are the temple of the living God”  (2 Corinthians 6:16). The Church is the Spiritual Israel, as 
revealed in Romans 9:6-8, Galatians 4:22-29, and Ephesians 2:11-16. 
 
So what about physical Israel today? They are not cursed of God, but merely the shell of an example that 
was originally for the church. The nation of Israel today is no more blessed than any other nation; indeed, 
understanding that idea means that it is MORE blessed than ever before.  


